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In a number of pﬁrts "f the cquntry there has becn a Sﬂrntanefus move
to form discussion groups aroung The Week, e are, of course, highly pleased
with this development snd will assist anyone who feels they can work in this
way to the best of our a~bility, We have duplicated a form which, by
cuttins down writing to time, place and subject, may be of use to the sroups,

Also we cany if eppropriate,announce meetings dn cur colwms, It has alsg -

.

" been susgested that we include a directory of peonle ‘to contact, ' Of course,
much of this could only be properly applied cnee the Journal is printed,

Published by The Week, 54, Park Rd., Lenton, Nottm.



THE CRISIS OF THE FOUND /AND LABOUR'S FUTURE

For sometime past the much-vaunted growth target of 4% per annum, first
elaborated by NEDC and since built in tp the heart of Labour's stratezy, has
been under question. A long article in the latest issue of the Westminster
Bank Review speaks of the fetish of ¢ﬁ’, and this notion, that 4% growth is
a distant unapproachable dream goal, has increasingly filtered through the
financial pages of the heavy newspapers into the calculations of political
commentators, The financizl crisis of last week has intensified speculation
on this matter. The Sunday Times carried a most interesting item by Michael
Shanks, under the heading "Requiem for 4%." He emphasises the fact that the
three billion dollar credit which has been negotiated to buttress the pound
against the danger of devaluation leaves Britain "more thoroughly in pawn to
international finance capital than at any time since the war."

"He who pays the piper", he continues, "calls the tune. It is an illus~
ion to think that the Government can conduct its internal economic and social
policy without reference to the views of its foreign creditors." Indeed, the
explosion in the Parliamentary Lsbour Party against the deferment of pension
increases, in which numerous members stood firm for an immediate payment,
seems to have been scotched only by recourse to this argument.

The fact that devaluation did not take place has insulated the workers
from the most severe cuts in living standards for some time. It has also
insulated the City from a shakeup which many key industrialists would have
been pleased to administer to it. But now that the weapon of devaluation has
not been employed, there is an interim in which it becomes possible to jell
out a cempaign for offensive, socialist policies which will meet the crisis,

If this is not quickly done, there can be no doubt that the question. of deval-
uation 2nd other severe attacks on the standard of living of the workers will
be posed again, in cirmcustances which may not be so easy for the left to fighte.
Of course, the whole of Labour's social security and welfare programme depends
on increasing output substantially. The 4% is a crucial part of the strategy.,
But the 4% is not readily attainable in circumstances in which the -pre-election
"Go" of the Conservatives has now been replaced with measures which amount to
post-election Labour "Stop" on econcmic growth,

Michael Shanks shows his appreciation of this problems: "To a Labour
Government walking the narrow tightrope between a slender majority and depend-
ence on the goodwill of international finance this is an agonising and frustr-
ating predicament . The political consequences could be very serious indeed,
There is 2 danger that the Labour Party, remembering the "bankers' ramp" which,
according to the party's mythology, cheated it of power in 1951, may conclude
that the same thing is happening in 1964, and that any attempt to treat with
capitalism is therefore impossible, There is a definite possibility that a
Labour Administration, under pressure, might swing sharply to the left and
revert to the regime of controls and sceislisstion of the vost-war years."

It is the duty of the left to clear the field for action to ensure that
this prediction is fulfilled with interest. There is a "bankers'! ramp", which
has already confiscated the old age pensioners' Christmas bonus, and will,
unless checked in time, lead to worse inroads in the future., Labour's targets
can only be achieved by a policy of far-reaching structural reforms, including
the widespread take-over of obstructive enterprises and a sericns apparatus
of physical controls, The physical controls which Mr., Shanks fears were
elaborated during the last war, and administered hy safe supporters of the
system (see Rogow and Shore's account: "The Labour Government and British
Industry, 1945-51") and on the whole they failed, The physical controls we

continued pages5/



THE WORLD-WIDE FRONT AGAINST U.S/BELGIAN AGGRESSION IN THE CONGO

Ed. Note: We have compiled a summary of the world-wide protest movenment
against the Stanleyville landings for the information of readers, Our l%st
is by no means complete - there has been a partial news 'blackout' on this
question - and does not include demonstrations, etc., which have already been
widely reporteds To save space we listed protesting organisations, etec, country
by country without going into detail, except where important.

Af hanistans Government newspaper, Kabul Times; Africas All-African Trade
Union Federation; Algeria: Government, Ben Bella said "“we will send troops and
arms to help", demonstrations: Algiers (50,000), Oran(1%,000), Dellys (4,090),
Medea, Biskra, Touggart, Lghourt, etc., all mass orazanisations; Angola, emigre
orgse in Algeria, UAR and Tanzaniaj Basutoland: C-neress Party in exile;
Belgiums: Congolese students (leaders were promptly expelled by Belgium Govern-
ment%, pro=Chinese C.P.3 Furmas: Government newspaper Ludu and other paperss
Cambodia: Government newspaper La Depeche du Cambodge and other papers; Central
African Republic: Govermnment; Congo EBrazzavil}é:Government, mass demonstraticns,
Government par¥y leader declares: "We cannot eo-exist with Tshombe clique"; Costa
Rica: Radio Station "Impacto", newspaper, "Libertad"; Cubat: Government calls for
world united front against U.S. in aid of Congo liberation forcess Dahomey:
Government; Ethiopia: Government; Egypt: Government, demonstrations against U.S.
and Belgian embassies by Egyptians and African students; Chanas Governments
Guineas: Government and all mass organisations.,

Indonesiat Government, all mass organisations and newspapersj Irags Govern-
ment, all newspapers; Italy: student demonstrations in Venice, Florence, Parma,
Alessandria, Foggia, Biell~, Lucca, Pesaro, and other towvms, mass demonstration
in Rome preceded by picketin of U.S. Embassy (much police violence); Japans
various mass organisations including the biggest trade unionsj Kuwaits main
newspaper "/Akhbar el Kuwait; Kenyas Government, mass demonstrations against
UeSe and Belgian embassies, Kenya dockers to boycott U.Se and Belgian shipss
Malis Government, moss orgenisations and all newspapers; Morocco: all important
newspapers, student protests and demonstrationsg Mozambiques emigre organisat-
ions in Algiers, Cniro and Tanzaniaj Nepal: main newspapers "Naya Saya Daily™
and "Matribhumi"; Pakistens Government, all main newspapers; Rhodesias emigres
(Zimbabwe African People's Union) in Cairo and Meiers; Portuguese Guineas
emigres in Algiers =nd Cairo,

Somalilands Government, all mass organisations, demonstrationss South
Africas emigres in Llgiers, Tanzania and London representing the African
National Congress and the Pan African National Congres; South West /Africas
Emigre organisation in Cairc, Tanzania and Algiers representing the South West
African People's Organisation and the South West African National Unions
Sudan:Government which has also given permission for the Congo liberation forces
to cross into Sudanese territovy, demonstrations against U.S. and Belgisn emb-
assles, all newspapers and mass organisations; Tanzanisas Goverfnment, demonstr-
ations against U.S. embassy, all mass organisations and newspapers; Switzerland:
the newspaper "Gazette de Lausanne" described the whole affair as reminding one
of the old days of gunboat diplomacy; Uganda: Government, demonstration asainst
U.S. embassy; Zanzibars virtually every organisation of any kind has denounced
U.S. and Belgian cction.

This is the by-no-means complete list; but lest anyone zloat over U.S,
discomfort it must be pointed out that in many of the demonstrations slogans
were carried denouncing our Government as well, All the above actions are also
directed at the Labour Government too. By allowinz the U.S. and Belgians 4o use
Lscension Island, Labour became an accessrrybefore and after the fact in a foul
erime which has cost the lives of thoussnds of Congolese (and probably led to
death of Europesns). Do we want the whole of the third world to echo what the
Omanis and Yemenis are saying: "There is no difference between Labour and Tory"
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THE BOYCOTTs CAMBRIDGE NEXT? By Robert Gray

Cambridge students intend to nount a campaisn to boycott South /[frican
goodse This follows a resolution at the Business Meeting of Cambridge
University UNA. At a meeting today (27/11/64) = initiel steps were taken,
Because of the Archaic structure of this University, the boyeott will have
to be fought college by college., It is hoped, therefore, to have College
groups under way by the end of this year, in readiness for the struggle
next term. A .parallel campaizn in the town is also ultimately envisaged:
Labour, although the largest single party on the council is not in control,
owing to the feudesl institution of University representation, Week readers
can, I trust, expect to hear more of this next term,

ROCHDALE /TPRENTICES START INDUSTRIAL BULLETIN from a special correspondent

A duplicated journal -~ Industrial Youth - was started by Rochdale young
workers just prior to the spprentices' strike. Issue number 2 came out during
the strike and was desisned to be a campaign bulletin, The articles in the
two issues cover all aspects of the apprentices! struggles going both into
details of their demands and the methcds of strurgle. These Rochdale comrades
arc to be congratulated on their initiative, and it is %o be hoped that this
effort,together with similar ones up and dewn the country, will contribute

to building a national leadership amongst apprentices free from sectarian
motiV ation.

* Industrial Youth can be obtained from 63, Curzon Rd,, Kirkholt, Rochdale, Lancs.

STUDENTS CAMPAIGN FOR THE RELEASE OF VIC ALLEN from Ian Taylor

The E.C. of NALSO passed the following resolution unanimously on Nov, 213

"NALSO adds its voice to the widespread condemnation of the vicious and
unsubstantiated sentences passed on Dr. Vietor Allen, Sidi Konyam, J. Kiomas~
etenagh and O, Adebayo, .

(a) NALSO calls on the Nigerian Government to intervene for the release
of these people,

(b) NALSO calls on the British Government to put pressure on the Nigerian
Government, through their embassy in this country and through the United
Nations, to this effect,"

A committee has been formed in Newcastle to raise money for the Vie Allen
appeal and to lohby Parlisment, There was a Acsmonstration attended by about
40 people, Motions condemning the sentence have been passed by Durhem Univer-
sity Students Representative Council, Durhan Union Society, Durham University
Soeialist Society and other bodies.

After prolonged correspondence between the Vie Allen Defence Committce
based on Newcastle and the North-East group of MPs, all the indications are
thet the MPs have changed their mind and are not now going to present the
petitions,collected in this area demanding Vic Allen's release, to Nigeria
Houses The MPs seem to be concerned hecause to do this would give the impress-
ion that it was an official Goverment view that the sentence of Vie Allen was
unwarranted. NALSO members in the universities of Newcastle and Durhem, and
in the training and technical collezes in Sunderland, Darlinston and Newcastle
are believed to be writing to the N.E. Group of MPs prntesting against this
change of mind,
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GLASGOW REPORT from Tony Southall

Busmen work to rule

Following the unofficial strike scme months back the Corporation busmen
have again initiated action., On this occasion their complsint is over the
lengthy delays in introducing the 40-hour week and in the national pay nesotia-
tions for provineial busmen., The district _officials of the TGWU have been
compelled to recognise the action which is so far limited to a ban on overtime
and a work to rule, Busmen at many enrazes outside Glasgow are joining in and
there vins a - strike in one zamge in Midlothian over a conductor who tried
to work overtime., There is a likelihood of Edinburgh busmen joining in, Some
indication of the conditions under which Glascow busmen work is that one of
the key provisicns in the rules which are being worked to is that buses will
not exceed the speed limit to make up lost time! The overtime ban has led to
% of the buses being off the road at the peak period,

Struggle azainst redundancy at Linwood.

Given the isolation of the car workers at Linwood (Rootes), the agreement
reached last week that ench man in some sections should be laid off for 1 week
in 5 is the best that could be expected. The production line has been on a
4-day week for the past 3 months and the management proposal was to sack 400
of the 2,600 labour force, But the new plan, advanced by the shop stewards,
without any aid from their local officials, has saved these men's jobs and
shown, in that it was overwhelmingly endorsed by the workers, that some degree
of solidarity exists in the plant,

Rickets re-appears in Glaszow

Rickets has re-appeared in Glassow - 9 cases in 1963 and 24 already this
year, The diseese had been non-existent since 1956, A look at the area .
distribution shows that poor housing conditionstﬁnd overcrowding are the chief
contributing factors. Other aspects revenled inhﬁedical Officer of Health's
report for last year are that the infant mortality rate remains at 32 per 1,000
(national average 24) - this too varies with area, e€.8.y Gorbalss 52; Kelvin-
groves 193 Death rate per 100,000 from TB has incressed from 18 to 21
Birminghams T; Liverpools T; Edinburchs3),

FIRST DAY SCHOOL OF HULL LABOUR COLLEGE by Dave Godman (Hull NUGHMW)

Socialist education in Hull started with a resounding suceess. The wind-
ing up of the NCLC proved a major blow for trade unionists in Hull, so they
organised a body to ensure the continuance of genuine socialist working class
education, Thus the Hull Labour College was formed. It is essential to note
that the committee consists entirely of trade unionists who were elected by
members of many unions, and other branches of the labour movement, It is
completely democratic in its orgenisation and choice of classes, believing
success will be assured only with the active democratic participation of the
rank & file,

The first day school was held on November 22nd at the AEU Headquarters.
Harry Newton, B.Sc., was the lecturer and Harry Lewis (AEU), the chairman. The
subject was a topical ones "Economics of your wage packet"; over 60 people came
along representing all trade unions. Harry Newton's approach was a Marxist one
explaining the effects of capitalist economics on the working class. An import-
ant point was made about the effect of NATO, etc. on the British econcnmy. A
good discussion followed, with questions and comrients, the body of the meeting
proved very sympathetic to Harry's marxist approsch. It wes altogether a great
success, and the majority of the members expressed hopes for the future PTrogTam,
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Ne« VOICES IN 1q64 Fronm Lzhour's Northern Voise

s

we have opened many new Voices this year. In August, Notting-
ham and Huyton Voices came cut for the first time. Earlier in the
(€8T, a completely resuscitated Stockoort Voice shot its cireculst—
ion figures above the 1,000 mark. On thc industrial scene, we
produced two strike editions of AEI Voice, which caught the cye of
the Unions and the Shopstewards' Movement. and then we brought out
"Aviation Voice" with a nazticnal circulation of sbout 3,000, scll-
ing in aircraft fectories up and down the country.

From December, another Voice will be heard, this time in Hull.
an editorial tcam has been formed in Hull to bring out "Hull Voico"
every month. It will bc an eight—page paper selling =t 6d. «e
know it's going to be.packed with materinl of immediete interest
to socialists in the grea. If you live in or 2round Hull -nd you'd
like to see the paper or think you oould sell some smong your
friends or locrl psrty, why not get in touch with us here at 8,
i8hkirk Strect, Manchester, 187 Or better still, write to Tony
Topham, "Hull Voice", 1 Plant=tion Drive, anlaby Park, Hull.

There's sads news, too, though. after a mognificent record,
"Merseyside Voice" is to close, at least for the oresent., after
discussions with the locrl editor Frank Murphy, we decided to
suspend publicztion of the Merseysidc issuc. Ironiczl, really,
when you weigh it up. Four Lebour gains, one of the highest swings
to ILebour in the wholez of the country, and the Voice can hardly get
a hearing.

Its our intention to eontinue nrinting ‘Merseyside ncws and
comment in "Lebour's Northern Voicc" =ndto cireularisc existing
Merseysidc rcaders with Northern Voioc. It will still cost 64,
but instcad of eight pages you will now receive twelve. In the
meantime, we're lonking for bright ysung men with bright idcas
who feel they o=n run a"Mecrseyside Voics" th-t rcslly c=tches fire
and sclls. 8 $%on 28 such 2 perssn turns up, there'l1ll be = neow

"o

Merscyside Voice" on the press in deuble guick time,

Hrve you considcred starting a Volee in your nrea? WWa'll be
glad to snsWer =ny querics you miy have at 8 isshkirk Street,
Menchester, 18. iritc now for full dctails,

Editorial continued/

need now must involve trade union and shop steward inspection and supervision of
management at every level: embracing not merely the maximig.ti.r of output

but also the distribution of the product. To think that the parlous condition
of capitalism in Britain opens up possibilities of its rescue would be fatal to
Labour. The Conservatives might, with difficulty, pull it off, provided they
could find the force to dispense sufficient knocks and thumps to the workinz
class in the process. But if Labour treads this path, it will lose everything,
Now is the time for a complete repudiation of paternmalism in every field., Only
the initiative of the working people can save Labour's Government and open up
the prospect of sncial advance at tremendous pace. The test of ?ils?n's admini-
stration is whether it is willing to unlock the initiative and give it scopes
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SOME NOTES ON C.N.D. ANNUAL COEFERENCE* by Dick Nettleton

If you ever want to assess anything, a useful method is to sit down
and make out a list of all the gond things you know about it, and then make
out a list of all the bad things. &lan Rooney, Brian Turton and I, did just
this on the way back from our /nnual Conference last weekend, This is how it
came out:

Positive: (1) The campaien still attracts a wide sprectrum of people, who in
spite of their different outlonks are able to work together, This
is done, not so much by compromise, as by tolerance, a gquality that
geems to evade most other organisations,

(2) We are, very slowly, perhaps too slowly, pulling out of ocur
financial difficulties, It must be said frankly that the N.W.
Region is lagging behind badly on thiSaees

(3) Conference recognised the urgency of the position, and time and
again on the MLF, on NATO and proliferation the delegates re-affirried
that the question of nuclear weapons -could not be relerotedesse

(4) There was a growing recosmition of the important role that young
people are playing in the campaign, and the youth campasign was given
added status,

(5) The closely allied subjects of positive neutralism and the
economics of disarmament were given practical treatment, and this
means that the Campaizn will bezin to move on these questions in

a more positive way.

(6) The new officers and National Council elected reflect the spread
of the Campaign, and we have a capable leadership. Here we should
congratulate Ros@itind Delmar and Peter Worsley, both of N.W. Region,
who were elected to the National Council.

(7) Conference took practical decisions on the MLF campaign, on
strengthening our organisation and the Easter March,

Negative: (l) The attendance was not zood, including ours from the N.W.region.
YCND was not well represented, though a little more than last year.
(2) The very good activities of the Christian Campaign were not
reflected at Conference. For instance I did not hear any reference
to the controversy that is tskinz place in the Catholic Church,
(3) The Campaign at all levels tends to be out of touch with the
nass organisations, especially of the Labour movement. No one
talked of the trade unions until we did. There wss, I think, a
recognition of this weakness, but it rust be tackled,

* From North West Region Campaiem 64, number 31,

C.N.D. TO LOBBY PARLIAMINT IN MULTILATERAL FORCE FOR PEACE CAMPAIGN

As part of the 'Multilateral Force for Peace'! Campaisn the CND is to
lobby I arliament on Wednesday, 9th December, In a statement on the lobby,
CND explains: "It is hoped that the lobby will represent a wide area aof
public opinion, and Groups are particularly asked to include in their parties
representatives of local Farties, trade uniom, churches, etCeeeCND will
issue a briefing document for lobbiers, and, in addition, a simple give- away
leaflet, urging people to write immediately to their MPs calling for opposit-
ion to MLF and any extension of nuclear forces in Europe,
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HULL BUSMEN /ANT CHRISTMAS AT HOME by Ray Edwards

As we apprnnch the season of "good will to all men," one section of a
city's workpeople are faced with a situation which is far from a spirit of
"2ood will", The Transport Department of Hull, Yorkshire, has always prided
itself on operating a service 365 days of the year, However this year it is
faced with only being in operation for 364 days. The reason for this loss
of one day's service is that the busmen want Christmas day off,.

The first move for Christmas Day services to be withdrawn and the day
granted as a holiday was made by the busmen as long ago as February this
year, Since making this first approach the busmen's representatives have
experienced the frustrating and hwiilitating situation of being shunted °
between the Transport Manager and the Transport Committee of the City Council
in an effort to get a settlement. On each occasion that they have met either
of these bodies they have been unable to make any headway due to the lack of
participation on the part of the other sides Only once has a concrete propo=-
sal been made, and it must have been obvious even to the Transport Manager
who made it, that it was wholly unacceptable to the busmen.

In October a report was published in the local press giving details of

a meeting between the Transport Menager and the Transport Committee. At
this meeting members of the Transport Cormittee were reported to have said
that, "the busmen cannot just take the grod and leave the bad points of the
job," alsc that, "the bus service as operated on Christmas Day is a social
service, and people need it for visiting families and friends and it would
be wrong to deny them this at this festive time of the year by withdrawing
the buses,"

Perhaps one should point out that these statements were made by
"socialist" councillors, and that the City Council is "socialist controlled"
and has been for many years. This is what strikes the hardest blow, when
nembers of a trade union have to fight lonz and hard for only a small conce-
ssion against so-called "fallow socialists,"

What the councillors forget when talking about "three weeks holiday",
is that one of these weeks is made up of days in lieu of Bank Holidays worked
by the busmen. Also to say, "the busien cannot take the mod and leave the
bad" contributes nothing to solving the immediate problem, nor the long-tern
problen of shortage of staff, It is up to such people as these very council-
lors to make the job more "good" than "bad" in order to attract more staff,
As for the pitiful plea that "Christmas Day services represent a social
service," these same councillors should bear in mind the fare increases and
cuts in services inflicted upon the traveling public over the past few years,
They cannot, as they have done in the past, claim that the Transport Depart-
ment is a trading undertaking and as such must p~y its way, and in order for
it do do this take economic steps to correct any deficit, and then when it
in some spurious way suits thenm claim it is a social service,

However, the Hull busmen have now decided for themselves vhat is to
be done about Christmas Day working, A resolution has been adopted deternm
ining that in 1964 they will enjoy the festive season with their families
and friends. One feels that this is one time when there will be no need
for pickets toc be posted,
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SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS HIT BiCK AT MINISTER OF 'JUSTICE!

A South African correspondent reports:

The so=-called South African Minister of Justice, Vorster, scems to
be ready to zo to any length in his vendeits against those who have dared
oppose apartheid, On Saturday 14th of November, Veorster, speaking at a
neeting of the National Party at Klerksdorp, said that penple imprisoned
for political offences would serve the full terms imposed by the courts
without remission for geood conduct. DBut he went on to say that he would
make an exception in the case of those who had been "led astray" by the 4
past presidents of that National Union of South African Students, He said:
"Because of my sympathy for the prisoners" (sic) "and their parents I will,
if their parents can prove that they were misled by these offspring of snakes,
give them a remission of their sentences,"

This disgusting blackmail, clearly designed to put pressure on parents
to get them to give evidence against former NUSAS officials, evoked a quick
response from the present president of NUSAS, Mr. Madeer Osler., He described
Vorster's speech as "“shallow pronaganda used to advance the narrow ideoclogy
of one political party" and accused the Minister of "resorting again to

; inaccuracies, generalisations and McCarthyist tactics." He asked whether

the Afrikasnse Studentebond (the Nationalists' student wing) was held respon-
sible for the "violent activities" of some of its former members, He saids
"“iWhen former members of the Afrikaanse Studentebond, including some who are
today high officials of the National Party and the Broederbond, engaged in
such activities in the past, was the Afriaaanse Studentebond responsible?
Other officials of NUSAS made similar statecments. DBut as Rand Daily Mail,
November 18, put it in an editorial: "...we have no doubt that the vendetta
against NUSAS, however unfair it may be, will continue,"

A

Ed, Note: The courage of these South African students, operating in the most
. difficult circumstances within the confines of the 'legality! imposed upon

g them, cannot be praised too highly., We should draw inspiration from their
exanple to pursue our campaign against British big business support for

Apartheid.
TRTAL OF FORMER RE/DING UNIVERSITY LECTURER from a Pretoria reader

PP T P PR g e T T e

The state is trying to link Mr, Bertram Martin Hirson, and three other
defendants, with the accused vho sppeared in the Rivonia trial, the Spear of
the Nation ., the _communist Party and the bomb explosion in the Johannesburg
station, On November 18th Lisut. Viktor, of the Security Police, said that
he obtained a file of papers belonging to Hirson from the University of the
Witwatersrand, He alleged that these docunents had sugzested the advi s.abi-
of co-operation between all liberation movenents, including the Naticnal
Committee of Liberation, etc., and had discussed the idea of heving o unified
command for these bodies. Ancther document nentioned an organisation which
it called "S", The organisation was to establish a "revorlutionary government"
which would institute a system based on the socialist principles of redistri-
bution of wealth and land,

L Y
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Mr. Hirson is charged, together with Hugh Francis Lewin, Frederick Prager,
and Raymond Eisenstein with conspiring with 25 other people to liberate the
non-whites in South Africa by means of a campaizn of sabotage designed to
intimidate the Govermment. All four originally pleaded not guilty. Later,
Hirson, Lewin and Fisenstein changed their pleas to guilty. On the first day
of the trial the main prosecution witness was a nan who claimed the accused

== had betraved him to the pclices
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BRITISH INDUSTRIALISTS FAIL IN EXPORT FIELD by Pat Jordan

Striking evidence of the inefficiency and inadequacy of British big
business was given in the latest issue of the Board of Trade Journal, This
contained a special survey entitled "Trends in Ynited Kinzdom and World
Exports of Manufactures." This 24-page supplement contains peses and pages
of tables comparing the performance of British and other countries! export
endeavourse The poor perforarmce by British industry is, perhaps, best
shown in the table comparing the exports of manufactures by main exporting
countriess This showed hgw the exports had changed each year, and I have

reproduced the figures fo hfast five years:
Country Percentage change on a year earlier
1959 1960 1961 - 1962 1963
United Kinglom +4.6 4646 +4.40 +244 +6.7
BJE 0, +13.0 +18.8 +9,0 +6542 +9.7
West Germany +11.6 +16,8 +10,6 +4sT +10,0
Belgium-Luxemburg +9.5 +14.3 +3.4 +9.9 +9,.8
France +15.4 +421.4 +2.9 +3.6 +842
Italy +16.,5 +34e4 416,77 +11.4 +10,3
Netherlands +16,0 +12,2 +9.0 +6e4  +10,7
Sweden +T.8 +17.9 +11,9 +10.9 +10,2
Switzerland +8.T7 +11.3 +8,8 +8.4 +8.1
United States ~1l.5 +17.8 +0.1 +5sle +5.3
Canada +T7el +5.3 +0,.2 +/45 +7 o4
Japan +20.8 +18.8 +4.5 +15.6 +13,0
world total +3.0  +15,5 +5.4 +6o1 +8.4

Scrutiny of these fizures will show that the U.K. lagmed behind every
other country with the scle exception of the U.S (and to a lesser extent,
Canada)e Britain's average rise per annum over the last ten years was 5,3%
compared with a world averaze of nearly %%, Of the industrislised countries
only Canada had a lower figure,.

finother important feature revealed in the survey's figzures wes the
extent to which trade between the industrialised countriss hes been growing
much faster than between the industrialised countries and the primary
producing countries, As a result, the proportion of world exports of manufe-
actures going to industrial markets went up from 50% in 1954 to 65% in 1963,
In the past five years Britain's exports to the primary producing countries
(in general, the under-developed countries) have inwesmed at a slower rate
than her exports to the industrialised countriesy In fact, in 1959, 1961
and 1962 there were decreases in the fipures, ZEBritish businessmen, not
spurred by any social consideration, preferred the markets in the already
industrialised countries. For instance Dritish exports to EEC countries
went up 11.6% in 1959; 12.2% in 19603 22,%% in 19613 14,3% in 1962;end 13,%%
in 1963, Thus, in search of quick profits British exports were distorted to
depend upon what would become an increasingly protectionist market.

The whole pattern of world trade (and British exports in particular)
is an argument for socialism, Present -trends are making the ponrigggntriea
poorer and the rich countries richer. A socialist Britain, taking™  social
awnership the basic industries fguld plan trade to assist the under-developed
countries to rapidly industrial %henselves instead of trying to sell more
motor cars to Europe and North: merica. This would not Be’ social justice but
also the only long-term way of balancing Britain's trade.

£
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REPORTS FROM THE @HST TEDIES¥*

Following the discussions and disputes about automation and mechanis-
ation in Jamaica (See Week Vol 2 No. 18), the National T.U.C. of Trinidad
and Tobagjo too has boen discussing the related issues of mechanisation, aut=-
omation and jobs in view of the serious unemployment problem (14%) in the
country. Dr. Williams, the Prime Minister, sought the sclution in discuss-
ions with Shell, British Petroleum and Tate and Lyle when he was in London.
The Governnent is seeking to solve these econcmic problems by borrowing
£30m. (West Indian) for development. Already more than half of this has
been raised on the U.S. market, but Trade Unionists are demanding the end
of a systen of acquiring public loans only from Western countries. Janes
Lynch, of the N.U.G.E., said, "If Russia has money and we want it, what else
ean we do but take it?", and George Weekes, Pro-Tem chairman of the T.U.C.,
stated that Trinidad can get money borrowed from "socurces other that the
U.S., including the U.S.S5.R., but fear makes then oo to the United States."
Meanwhile the political monthly, the Circle, has come out in favour of trade
with Cuba.

There has already been considerable discussion on this point, and now
the Liberal Party opposition in Trinidad is demanding to know if the Trini-
dad delegate at Cairo made contact with Dr. Dorticos, the Cuban President.
The Party refers to a quote in the Fleet St. Newsletter sayinz that the del-
egate, Sir Ellis Clarke, arrived early so as to discuss "Dr. Williams' plan
for a Caribbean Eccnomic Community based initially on Trinidad, Puerto Rico
the Netherlands Antilles and Cuba,"

PRESSURE FOR SECURE EMPLOYMENT

Miss Lynne Beckles, VWest Indian journalist, commenting on the Jamaica
Employers' Fedcration Bulletin of Sept. 1964, noted that the Federation had
callously stated: "Employers were in no way responsible for the devising

of ways and means of maintaining employment levels or of relieving unemploymenty
nb e

She called it the "rationale of greed and bloodsucking".

The organised workers throughout the West Indies are showing concern
for job security for the employed, and jobs for the unenployed. For perhaps
the first time in 300 years of suzar exploitation of the Test Indies, the
sugar workers from the main sugar producing territories met to consider the
questions of mechanisation, automation and unemployment, and took decisions
covering severance pay, maximum advance notice and legislation to protect
their interests. The Minister of Trade in Jamaics, knowing the explosion
they are sitting on, has warned private business nen of their duty tc pro-
vide jobs, while land reform (however inadequate) is beingy pressed by the
Government so as to help to provide jobs on land at present kept idle. He
claimed that those employers who disclaimed responsibility to provide jebs
were in fact advocating communism. But certainly the nost interesting
conmentary on the crisis of sugar, and mechanisation and jobs, and the pol-
itical =nd social crisis vhich is emerging in the West Indies is the sugge=-
stion of the Jamaican Manufacturers of the possible need to find altornate
cmwps if sugar cannot meet the social bill., This may yet come about.

GRENADA YOUTH MARCH FORWARD

The National Youth Movement of Grenada has issued a public document
explaining colonialism, and recently 25 boys of the Grenada Boys Sacondary
School petitioned the Minister of Education against the witch humting and
book banning and were suspended, and their casewas taken up by lawers and
doctors in a further petition. They are seeing red in Grenada

e
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FOREIGN TNVESTORS IN GRENADA

The Industrial and Commercial Workemy Union have complained to Chief
Minister Blaize about investors getting a five year tax holiday and leaving
the country on the cxpiraticn of this term. The workers also wanted prot-
ection from low wages paid by these investors.,

STRIKE SPIRAL CONTINUES

There is a recent history of big strikes in Trinidnd and Tobago: last
Summer 800 members of the Transport and Industrial Workers Union won a 56
day strusgle against the Princes Town Bus Company, during which the Union
called on the Government to take over the bus franchise sond operate the
service as a public utility. It reminded the workers of the 4 month strike
of telephone workers which made the Government take over the Telephone Com=
pany, which is now the Trinidad and Tobago Telephone Sarvice. During this
strike Eugene Joseph, General Secrctary of the T.U.C., said: "The workers
may have to adont a policy of massive confrontation and take over industries
that were not willing to cooperate and work for the benefit of the nation.
George Weekes, president of the T.U.C., called for revolutuonary action on
the part of the working class., If the employers use their weapon as they
have done, "the only way to get your just due is with a strugsle."

This struggle is being carried forward: in Trinidad 600 garment workers
are on strike demanding a basic weekly wage of SlS.OO(W}I.) in place of the
516.50 that the employers have offered. In Jamsica Bauxite vworkers (members
of the National Workers Union) went on strike because of the dismissal of
their members without proper csuse., In British Guisana another suzcr strike
loomed after negotiations between the M.P.C.A. and the Sugar Producers LAsSsoc.
About 700 canefarmers journeyed 50 miles tn demand $600,000 outstanding to
them as compensation for losses sustained during recent floods in S. Trinidad,

Meanvhile the 2 year o0ld Trinidad Sugnr Manufecturers Federation (Orig-
inally comprising 8 companiecs and now reduced to 2) folded up on 22nd October.
Tate & Lyle monopclise the industry through its subsidiary Caroni Ltd.

JAMATCA AND TRINIDAD AKD THE 0.A.S.

The U.S. wants Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobazo inside the Organisation
of American States. This is because the U.S. is anxious at these countries!
increasing alignment with the Afro-Asian blee, including their attendence
at the recent Afro-Asian talks in Cairo (where British Guiana's independence
was called for).

NEW WEST INDIES FEDERATION

The old West Indies Federation (1958-1962) has now finally broken down
into four groupings: the new West Indies Federaticpy with its capital in
Barbados, the independent states of Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobeso,and British
Guiana fighting frr its independence. One important change in the anncunce-
nent concerning the new Little Seven Federation is that income tax will now
be a matter in the hands of the Federal Government. The details of the cruec-
ial question of a Customs Union and Free Trade Area are still to be decided.
Nevertheless the tendency towards unification am-ng the West Indian people
persists.

* These reports are all tsken from the West Indies Hews Service.
For literature on the West Indies, write frr a list to:
Wel.S.Uey 1, Collingham Gardens, London, S.i7.5,
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LESS SALES- MORW PROFITSs MORE SALES - LESS PROFITS, COMPLAINT IN PRAVDA

A discussion is tsking place in the pages of Pravda sbout how praduction
must be planned and what should be the link between the supplier and the consumer
and what is to be considered the main thing in the enterprise's economic activity.
An article entitled "Demand, Quality and the Plan" by M, Kusznetsove writing for
the officials of the Bolshevichka Production LAssociation of Moscow appeared in
Pravda recently, It had this to cay: "First of a2ll, a few words about the work
of most gnrment enterprises is now planncd, A draft of the new plan is comp=-
osed prior to the next economic year on the basis of the level achievede In it
the assortment and the gross commodity and market output arc set down. The
draft is handed over to the garment industry administration of the economic
region 's economic council, And it "releases" the ratified plan to the garment
workers., Let us say that one such nlen prescribed: “In 1964 the Bolshevichks
hssociation must make 100,000 suits of high quality" And high quelity suits
means expensive suits. They are priced at 140 to 200 rubles. So we assembled
the representatives of the trade organisations and told thems "Aecept 100,000
suits of high quality" And the trade crzanisations were corielled to distribute
all 100,000 suits among their storecs., As you see the stores found themselves in
an unenviable position, Nor was ours any better. The way we obtained the text-
iles was precisely the same as the way we disposed of our ready made output.

So there we were, delivering to the counters suits that enjoyed no demand made
of obsolete fabrics in depressing colours. They gather dust on the shelves,
then were sold at reduced prices. The state lost tens of millions of rubles on
this, but the summaries and the records showed that the enterprise had fulfilled
the plen for accumulations, and the trnde depots sent it money regardless of
whether or not the goods had been sold,

o++& showroom for the sale of semi=finished geods wes opened at s factory.
An almost ready to wear suit could be purchnsed there, and a master tailor would
then sew the final stitches according to the purchasers messurements, On the
basis of snles results in the showroom, we drew conclusions as to what our
people like and what they do note eese.The Tizht has been granted to us to
compose plans on the basis of orders from the trade organisations and to determ-
ine for ourselves the volume of produetion, the volume of cutput sales, the ncc-
essary materials and wage fund., The only report indices now are the volume of
output sold on orders and the % of return, l.z., the profit. Now it is not the
econcmic council that imposes the assortment on ug, but we whe inform the econom-
ic council of what we are going to be making in ocur shops,

ssssliinen calculations were made, it was learned that our gross output would
decrease by 70,000 rubles as compared with the preceeding plan, The profit rate
for the 2nd half year, as previcusly confirmed, amounted to 9%, but the profit
rate celculated accordinz to the orders was 565 At the moment it was loarnecd
in the economic oucnil and cther depts. that the profitability of production
after the shift to new conditions would be somewhat lower than provided for in
the plan, voices could be hecrd saying, "Look at the harm donc by planning from
orders!" For example, representatives of the USSR Ministry of Finance arrived
at the association. They sat around for about & week snd studied indices from
past and present. #nd although we offéred to discuss our temporary tribulations
with them, thesc representatives refused to participate in such a conversation,

eeesThe index that was confirmed last year toock absolutely no account of
the probable volume of sales of the output as elaborated by the agscciaticn.
The 2% inseribed in the plan is paper profit, since much of the wutput gathered
dust in the warehouses and storeshelves, But the 5.6% profit that was determined

after the receipts of orders reflects the real state of affairs,
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